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-CIA warned of refugee flood, but
~State Dept. too slow, cntxcs say

By Joon Yemuma ;"
Sta_:f correSpondent of The Chnstlan Science VIomtor
" - Washington

Under Fidel Castro’s orders, the “freedom ﬂotxlla" is ending.

* As the last boats arrive from the Cuban port of Mariel and the
refugee total climbs to 100,000 the focus of the crisis is shxfnng to
well within US borders -=“to unrest at the- F't: Chaffee, Ark:, pro--
cessing center, and to how Washmgton can prevent arecurrence of
the chaotic exodus from Cuba.. BBAL ST il

‘Fifty to 60 boats were en route to Key West' June 2 with the last
refugees, including a large Panamanian-registered ship capable of
bolding 2,000 persons. All other US cnft have been ordered from
Cuban waters by President Castro, = - “&sson:

Critics are now accusing the Carter admmxstrahon of failing to
heed Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) forecasts of the coming

flood, not acting promptly through diplomatic -
" channels to ensure an orderly-procedure, and
thereby [ailing to Screerr out ag:tators wmun
the refugee groups, ¥ w7
A House mtelhgence subcommittee, in a
. study entitled “The Cuban Emigrés: Was
There a US Intelligence Failure?” credits the
CIA with warning the State Department five
‘times between late January and March that
the Castro government might begin a purge of
dissidents by allowing a mass emigration. * _
The CIA reports did not predict the precise
date but, according to Rep. Les Aspin (D) of
" Wisconsin, did indicate that the number of
people involved could exceed 100,000. With
these early signs, US diplomats should have
opened negotiations with President Castro to
establish an orderly evacuation procedure,
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-other- authorities), you can

‘the Cuban intelligence, said

Mr. Aspin and other critics said Jupe 2. . -

The Cuban government.
was angered because-of US‘
- sluggishness ' in: processing
. the backlog: of political pris—
oners awaiting exit;’ thecon-
gressman said, and:also be-
- cause 'US' authorities™ were
not  discouraging._
hijacking of Cuban boal's t_o
Florida. & ¥ Wy,
“The bad news is that the
US government: never took |
advantage of its-lead- time, ]
conducted a relatively weak,
defensive diplomatic: strat-
egy, and failed. to_organize |
. for the human flood it should
, have known was. coming,”
the congressman said June 2 {'
“ina speechon the ﬂoor of the
House.. . Gt -
Retugee attan's spedahst
Jerry M. Tinker of the Sen-
ate Judxc)ary_, Comnnttee-
told the Monitor. that. even
without the CIA-warnings

there were-many signs that
pressure was building within !
Cuba. When Mr. Castro-
ended the large-scale depar-i
tures from his country that.
had ' taken place between
1565 and’ 1973,” more than
135,000 Cubans were left on |
American waiting lists.. = -
“Some ‘of ‘those’ came-
here in the next six years,
but if you add to that the:
number of political prisoners
{recently put at 3,000 by Mr..
Castro, but thought to num- .
ber as many as 50,000.by

see that he was sitting on a
Mt. ‘St. Helens i1 Mr Tlnxer
said.’

»-‘ . -

’"he net resuit of nof usmw

Mr. Aspin, was that a poten—
tial. forelgn-pohcy bonanza’
was lost in the disorderly
shuifle. This occurred, he-

said, - because - the
adrmmstrat;on .
® Switched from a closed- !

door to open-door, then back
to a  closeddoor Dpolicy,
alternatively trying to “bluff
the Cuban-American com-
munity into foregoing the ef-
fort to rescue their relations-
and the-Cuban government-
into- thinking that we were

licity campaign.

detect the

Preparedtogothe limit.”

Cuban ilotilla emﬂmg as total nears 700,000,

2-Did not listen to the
compilaints of the Cuban gov-
ernment about delays in rou- .
tine processing. and boat
hx;ackmgs‘ . .

@ Failed to develop apub-
“Given
what- bas. happened, the ;
United States should be look- 1
ing a lot better and the Cu-
bans a lot worse »- the con~ ¢
gr&ssmansand N i
> Was unable to mobmze
other countries, especially
those in Latin America, to
accept refugees. “‘Castro, at |
will, has broken our effort to
make: this' ar international
issue and has converted it, to
his ‘benefit, .into something
bntweenhxmandus o~

@ Was madequately prer
pared for the arrival of thou-
sands of refugees. With bet-
ter processing, he said, it
might have been poss:ble to
‘‘undesirables”
who are “blackemng the
reputation = of those Dew
amvals ”o

Wmle 1t isno Justlﬁcanon
for the unrest at Ft. Chatfee,
Mr. Tinker said, 'similar I
problems occurred in Guam |

..as Vietnamese - refugees |
awaxtedafuture uncertamtoi
themz simrnane "5 |
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